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In Focus

March 15 (Kathmandu) 
Amid ongoing political crisis in the himalayan nation, NCSG 

hosted an interactive roundtable discussion on Nepal's national 

security situation in the context. �e event was organized as part 

of NCSG's bi-monthly meeting of its National Working Group 

(NWG). Global security experts, retired career diplomats, 

political analysts, legal eagles, civil society activists, rights 

advocates, and academia were among the distinguished 

individuals who participated. Mr. Abhaya R. Joshi, NCSG's 

Chairperson, moderated the session, welcoming the attendees 

and providing them with program highlights. �e security experts 

expressed their concern about the recent rise of splinter/criminal 

groups in the region, as well as the failure of civil society and the 

media to portray the correct picture of Nepalese society. �ey said 

how advanced arms are illegally manufactured in various parts of 

India, which happens to be our immediate neighbor. �ey said 

that unhealthy politics is decaying our civil bureaucracy, which 

has already been rendered obsolete. 

Political commentators argued that even intellectuals in Nepal are 

unable to demonstrate their knowledge due to the hostile 

atmosphere of the country. In the new generation, there is a lack 

of popular interest in nation-building. Political parties in Nepal 

are still power-hungry, and they go to great lengths to maintain 

their positions of power. �is characteristic of our political parties

NATIONAL SECURITY AMIDST POLITICAL DISARRAY IN NEPAL

 is not new; rather, it is the continuation of unhealthy politics in 

practice since the restoration of multi-party democracy in 1991. 

Political experts have stated that they are still unsure of the best 

course of action at this time, but are mindful of the potential 

repercussions if the situation is not resolved. 

Legal experts and academics have expressed their dissatisfaction 

with the situation, claiming that politicians have lost their love and 

respect for the nation. �ey are acting as if they were tenants 

(renters) in their own country. �e majority of political parties 

today have no ownership of their homeland and are constantly 

running to achieve their individual or party goals. One thing that 

was righteous and o�en praiseworthy during the Monarchy was 

that the King always took ownership of the country and always 

played the role of guardian, particularly during di�cult times. �is 

is especially missing at present. Today, no one cares about the 

country or its national interests; instead, everyone is self-centered 

and hungry for power. 

In summary, the conference participants �nd that the safeguarding 

of criminals is a signi�cant o�ense against society. Not all are free 

if criminal charges are associated in the name of the peace process. 

Heads of security agencies should have the courage to address this 

lawlessness for the sake of citizens and national security, and also 

against the will of the politicians, if necessary. Now is the time for 

us all to work for the country's integrated security governance.



MAJOR SECURITY LINKED EVENTS DURING JANUARY - MARCH 2021 MAJOR SECURITY LINKED EVENTS DURING JANUARY - MARCH 2021 

Police arrested two cadres of Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party of 
Nepal-Maoist (CPN-Maoist-Chand) in Kalikot District. �e arrested have been 
identi�ed as Durga Raj Bohara (36) and Padam Bahadur Pun (32). A gun, a pressure 
cooker, 24 units of detonators, nine units of sockets, one kilogram of sulfur, half a 
kilogram of soda were recovered from them.

Police arrested three cadres of Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party of 
Nepal-Maoist (CPN-Maoist-Chand) from Kathmandu city. �ose arrested have been 
identi�ed as Bhimsen Ghimire, Hari Bahadur Chand, and Birendra Shahi.

�e All-Nepal National Free Students’ Union (ANNFSU), the student wing close to 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Madhav Kumar Nepal faction of Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP), took to the streets with lanterns in their hands demanding the reinstatement 
of the lower house of Parliament.

Nepali Congress (NC), Saptari, staged protest rallies against the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives (HoR) in all eight constituencies of the Provincial Assembly 
in Saptari. Cadres and leaders of NC and its sister organizations took to the streets and 
at various places.
�ousands of supporters of the Nepali Congress (NC) staged demonstrations in all 
330 provincial constituencies. NC President Sher Bahadur Deuba urged all to join 
hands with the NC as the communist parties had not been able to meet people’s 
expectations.

Monarchy supporters clashed with riot Police as they march ahead demanding the 
reinstatement of the monarchy during the 299th Prithvi Jayanti at Singha Durbar, 
Kathmandu. A�er the monarchists reached mid-way, the heavily deployed Police 
force in the area tried to stop the participants, telling them to walk on the pavements. 
But, the participants, led by Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)’s President Pashupati 
Shamsher JBR refused. �is resulted in a clash.
�e Ministry of Home A�airs (MoHA) directed all security bodies to commence 
preparations for holding midterm elections scheduled for April 30 and May 10. 
Stating that the Government is determined to hold the elections within the stipulated 
dates, the Home Ministry directed all security bodies to begin their preparations 
accordingly. Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel also directed the security bodies to 
submit a proposal for the budget to the Ministry of Finance through the Ministry of 
Home A�airs.

Police arrested Dharmendra Bastola, the ‘chief of foreign relations department’ and 
Secretariat member of the outlawed Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party from 
Gimdi of Lalitpur District.

Netra Bikram Chand alias Biplav General Secretary of Netra Bikram Chand-led 
Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (CPN-Maoist-Chand) in a press release has 
announced a �ve-day agitation against the arrest of leaders.

President Bidya Devi Bhandari said that a fresh mandate is a must for peace, stability, 
and development in the country. Receiving the annual report of the Election 
Commission (EC) at a program organized at the O�ce of President in Sheetal Niwas, 
she said that it is necessary to conduct the elections to the House of Representatives 
(HoR) on the slated dates.
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�ree former Prime Ministers joined thousands of demonstrators to protest against 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s abrupt move to dissolve Parliament and call snap 
elections.

January 22

�e faction of the Nepal Communist Party (NCP) led by Pushpa Kamal Dahal and 
Madhav Kumar Nepal announced its second phase of nationwide protests against the 
dissolution of the House of Representatives (HoR).



Police arrested student wing's in-charge of outlawed Netra Bikram Chand-led 
Communist Party in Chitwan District. Police arrested Suman Shrestha aka Samrat, a 
secretariat member of All Nepal National Students' Union (Revolutionary), Chitwan 
Chapter while he was preparing to unleash violent activities on the eve of the general 
shutdown announced by the group.

Several protesters sustained injuries as Police used force to stop the protesters from 
moving towards Baluwatar in Kathmandu city. Police used water cannons and batons 
against anti-Government protesters at Bhatbhateni, Kathmandu.

�e Citizens’ group formed to protest Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s move to 
dissolve the Parliament announced the beginning of the ‘third people’s movement’ 
following a Police crackdown on protesters.

�e National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) urged the Government to respect 
the citizens’ rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assemblies.

A group of cadres of the Dahal-Nepal faction of the ruling Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) vandalized a vehicle in which Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Ishwar Pokharel 
in Nuwakot District. �e incident took place when the cadres of the rival factions of 
the NCP clashed in Nuwakot.

Minister for Water Supply and Sanitation Mani �apa met the leader of the outlawed 
Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party, Hemant Prakash Oli ‘Sudarshan’ in 
Nakhu Jail.

Two leaders of the Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist 
(CPN-Maoist-Chand) were arrested in Rupandehi District while returning home a�er 
taking part in a peaceful protest rally against the dissolution of the House.

Nepal’s civil society members organized a march at Tundikhel, Kathmandu city to 
reclaim democracy. People from di�erent walks of life under Brihat Nagarik Andolan, 
a broad citizen movement, announced their �rst declarations ever, vowing to ensure 
people’s supremacy.

Netra Bikram Chand, the General Secretary of the outlawed Netra Bikram Chand-led 
Communist Party issuing a notice that said the party was positive about holding talks 
with the Government. Explaining the party's movement, the notice said, "Our struggle 
is a conscious e�ort made for the betterment of the country, society, progressive 
transition and to secure the rights of the public. In this context, we notify all, that we 
are positive for talks with the government so that we could have better relations with 
the public.

Police rearrested Dharmendra Bastola, the Secretariat Member of the outlawed Netra 
Bikram Chand-led Communist Party even as the Supreme Court (SC) ordered the 
Government to release him unconditionally.

�e general strike announced by the Dahal-Nepal faction of the Nepal Communist 
Party (NCP) a�ected normal life as cadres of the faction were involved in vandalism, 
arson, and other violent activities. �ey clashed with the Police in di�erent parts of the 
country while trying to enforce the strike.

Four fringe communist parties declared United Front. �e outlawed Netra Bikram 
Chand-led Communist Party, the Nepal Communist Party-Revolutionary Maoist led 
by Mohan Baidya, Nepal Communist Party led by Rishi Ram Kattel, and the Scienti�c 
Socialist Communist Party led by Bishwabhakta Dulal formed a front a�er a joint 
meeting. 

�ree students close to the Dahal-Nepal faction of the Nepal Communist Party (NCP) 
were injured in an attack by the Oli-led faction of the party on the premises of Nepal 
Manabiki Campus, popularly known as RR Campus, in the capital.
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�e government has set up priority groups and entrusted District 
Administration O�ce to decide on vaccination centers among 
others. According to decision by the ministry of health and 
population on July 12, Vero Cell would be provided to all 
individuals above the age of 55, professors, teachers and sta�s of 
universities and schools, drivers and helpers of public 
transportation, civil servant employed in emergency sectors 
designated by the government who are yet to receive vaccines and 
Nepali nationals who are travelling abroad where vaccines are 
mandatory. 

Source: https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/nepal

Police arrested three cadres of Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party on the 
charge of extorting money from entrepreneurs, bureaucrats, and people’s 
representatives from the Saptari District.

A pressure cooker bomb exploded at Hulas Steel and Industries Pvt Ltd in Bindbasini 
Rural Municipality of Parsa District. �e blast shattered the windows of one of the 
rooms and caused some damage to the walls.

A formal dialogue between the outlawed Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party 
and the Government has begun in Baluwatar in the capital. While the Government 
team is led by Minister for Home A�airs Ram Bahadur �apa, the team of 
CPN-Maoist-Chand is led by Khadka Bahadur Bishwakarma.

Ministry of Home A�airs issued a circular to release the detained leaders and cadres 
of the Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party a�er the Government and the 
group sealed a three-point agreement amid a program in Kathmandu.

�e Supreme Court (SC) invalidated the uni�cation between the erstwhile 
Communist Party of Nepal-Uni�ed Marxist–Leninist (CPN-UML) led by KP Sharma 
Oli and by Pushpa Kamal Dahal that took place in 2018. A joint bench of justices 
Kumar Regmi and Bam Kumar Shrestha issued the verdict giving authenticity of the 
Nepal Communist Party (NCP) to Rishi Kattel, who had registered the party at the 
Election Commission (EC) in his name before the formation of the Nepal Communist 
Party (NCP) led by Oli and Dahal.

Netra Bikram Chand, General Secretary of Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist 
Party addressed his �rst party event a�er the removal of the ban on his party. As the 
�rst formal program of his party, Chand addressed the 7th National Conference of All 
Nepal Women Federation.

Nine people were injured when an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) went o� in the 
Land Revenue O�ce based in Lahan of Siraha District. Police said a pamphlet 
stamped with contents on Janatantrik Tarai Mukti Morcha (JTMM) led by Jai Krishna 
Goit.
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) has now started using its Nepal-based 
modules to send terror money to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), an intelligence report to 
the Ministry of Home A�airs (MHA) says, reports �e Tribune. O�cials associated 
with India’s security said the ISI is believed to have activated its modules particularly 
active along Indo-Nepal borders in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

Netra Bikram Chand, General Secretary of Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist 
Party urged the Government to expedite the release of their party leaders and cadres 
currently serving jail terms.

A senior leader of the ruling Communist Party of Nepal-Uni�ed Marxist–Leninist 
(CPN-UML), Madhav Kumar Nepal addressing a national gathering of the students 
close to his faction in Kathmandu tagged the party’s chairman and Prime Minister KP 
Sharma Oli as the Nepali version of Adolf Hilter.
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�e Madhav Kumar Nepal-Jhalanath Khanal faction of the Communist Party of 
Nepal-Uni�ed Marxist–Leninist (CPN-UML) threatens to �ght a legal battle if the 
party leadership did not call the Central Committee meeting.

March 28

A meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) concluded a�er discussing various 
issues including the removal of the ban on the Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist 
Party.
�e constitutional bench of the Supreme Court (SC), in a landmark verdict, reinstated 
the House of Representatives (HoR), invalidating the Government's December 20, 
2020 decision to dissolve the Lower House of Parliament. �e SC ordered the 
Government to call the new session of the Parliament within 13 days.

February 23
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One of the important functions of Nepal’s security 
agencies (viz. Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, and 
Nepali Army) is also to provide VIP security to 
selected dignitaries. Based on the information 
provided by the National Intelligence Department, 
di�erent persons are provided with di�erent 
categories of security. However, the misuse of security 
personnel deployed in such security arrangement, by 
former or current high post holders, has been the 
management issue for since long.

It is not that the Home Ministry does not have 
directives to regulate such security arrangements, but 
still one can �nd multiple instances where people 
having no security threats are also provided with VIP 
security. Another important issue is the excess 
number of security personnel deployed for this 
purpose. �erefore, the Home Ministry must make a 
close assessment of whether the security of VIPs in 
Nepal is based on the Need or Obsession? Regarding 
this, not long ago the Home Ministry has directed 
Nepal Police and the Armed Police Force to return 
their personnel deputed to the residences of some of 
the VIPs on duties other than security because most of 
the personnel sent were found to have been exploited 
in other works. But, still much remains to be done.

At present, among others, former and current 
dignitaries including head of state, prime ministers, 
home and other ministers, justices, chief 
commissioners, secretaries, and even lawmakers have 
been using personal security o�cers (PSOs). Just the 
three VVIPS (the president, vice-president, and prime 
minister) of Nepal have 675 security personnel 
safeguarding them, which as per close estimates costs 
easily over 18 million per month. 

For the prime minister alone around 315 security 
personnel are deployed in high-security vehicles, 
o�ces, and residences, and around 90 security 
personnel are deployed in the 'Z Plus' system with 
state-of-the-art weapons. Despite such security 
arrangements, prime minister K. P. Sharma Oli has 
recently confessed fear of life-threatening physical 
assault on him. Such a statement by the country’s 
executive head is a serious security issue. Now, it is up 
to the security agencies of Nepal to �gure out and 
analyze the actual risk based on minute assessment 
and take necessary actions, if need. But the question 
that arises here is whether such a threat to the PM  
should be disclosed in the public circle? 

VIEWS

VIPS' SECURITY IN NEPAL: NEED OR OBSESSION 

 Security o�cials and experts
say the remarks are politically 
motivated and it even objectionable 
in terms of minimal governance 
responsibilities and duties. If not, 
why did the Prime Minister make 
such a statement at this time? �is is a wrong message 
�owed from the PM himself. Only when a leader loses 
credibility and popularity, he/she does so!

�ere is always some level of threat to VVIPs and 
VIPs. �at is not a new topic. But to tell the people that 
I am in danger and any time there could be an attack 
on me implies that not only him but no one is safe in 
the country. �e person who is responsible for keeping 
the country free from internal and external security 
threats is feeling insecure, then the question 
automatically raises is how others can feel safe. Despite 
all the high-level security, it is a shame to say that he 
has a security threat. 

Who is the 'threat' to the Prime Minister? No one I can 
assume. Indeed, I am totally surprised by such a 
statement by the PM. In retrospect, it is a political 
statement made out of being frightened by the 
opposition to his move within the party. It seems that 
he is trying to get the support of the general public and 
activists through emotional means amidst this uproar. 

Coming back to our original issue, many other 
dignitaries in Nepal are also found to have always been 
surrounded by a huge security presence, just like they 
are in a serious security threat as was during the era of 
armed insurgency in Nepal. Today level of risk to these 
dignitaries is average. �erefore, it is a total loss of tax 
payer’s money to provide such a costly and heavy 
security presence for a large number of current and 
former government o�cials, politicians, and other 
senior persons.  Nevertheless, whenever the threat is 
con�rmed, a committee lead by the Home Ministry 
could decide which category of security is to be given 
to these VIPs at any time. 

In the lack of close assessment deployment of 
personnel for securities of VIPs, providing them 
multilayer security umbrellas is becoming a 
show-culture for the most, if not all. �erefore, to 
make the deployment arrangement based on the need 
rather than an obsession, the Home Minister needs to 
amend the existing directives and scienti�cally deploy 
security personnel for the VIPs in days to come.

@AbhayaRJoshi
Abhaya R. Joshi



NEPAL CENTER FOR SECURITY GOVERNANCE (NCSG) 

institutions, CSOs, the media, research institutions & universities, and regional & 
international organizations. It is an avenue for both academicians and practitioners for 
knowledge building on broader human security-related issues. It upholds quality and 
objectivity as its two core values and works for democratic oversight and good governance in 
the security sector, and aims to improve policy & decision-making.

NCSG upholds the vision to promote public welfare and security condition in Nepal. Its 
mission is to enhance peace and security situations dealing with both conventional and 
non-conventional security issues sans political, partisan, ideological, and commercial biases. 
Among others, the major objectives of the organization are to promote legislative and 
institutional frameworks for e�ective civilian and democratic oversight of the defense and 
security sector; and foster transparency and accountability in the defense and security sector 
and make security management more e�ective.

Since its inception, NCSG has been conducting security sector reform dialogues and 
discussions with the Nepalese stakeholders.  It has been systematically discussing and 
collecting comments, feedback, and policy advice with regards to the promotion of norms and 
good practices in SSG. NCSG has always prioritized developing good working relationships 
with security institutions in Nepal. For this, NCSG has been working with the security 
institutions (Nepal Army, Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, and National Intelligence 
Department), which has led to the deeper understanding of these security agencies as well as 
their importance to the compatibility and conformity with good security sector governance 
principles including public service provision of security services, respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms

About this Series

 REFLECTION 
('PRATIBIMBA' in Nepali), 
is one of our key quarterly 
publications that highlight 

NCSG’s major activities 
and updates. �is is the 

fourth volume of this year 
and  features NCSG’s major 
programs and activities in 
the context of COVID-19 

pandemic as well as 
growing political crisis in 
the country, and the role 

of security sector 
stakeholders amid all of 
this. Furthermore, the 

news, views and updates 
from related stakeholders, 

institutions and individuals 
are also incorporated 

making  this publication a 
more comprehensive 

document.

NCSG is a policy research organization providing strategic insights and policy inputs on security sector governance in the 
country for the last �ve years. NCSG works in coordination and collaboration with government agencies, security  
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institutions (Nepal Army, Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, and National Intelligence 
Department), which has led to the deeper understanding of these security agencies as well as 
their importance to the compatibility and conformity with good security sector governance 
principles including public service provision of security services, respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms

About this Series

 REFLECTION 
('PRATIBIMBA' in Nepali), 
is one of our key quarterly 
publications that highlight 

NCSG’s major activities 
and updates. �is is the 

fourth volume of this year 
and  features NCSG’s major 
programs and activities in 
the context of COVID-19 

pandemic as well as 
growing political crisis in 
the country, and the role 

of security sector 
stakeholders amid all of 
this. Furthermore, the 

news, views and updates 
from related stakeholders, 

institutions and individuals 
are also incorporated 

making  this publication a 
more comprehensive 

document.

NCSG is a policy research organization providing strategic insights and policy inputs on security sector governance in the NCSG is a policy research organization providing strategic insights and policy inputs on security sector governance in the 
country for the last �ve years. NCSG works in coordination and collaboration with government agencies, security  country for the last �ve years. NCSG works in coordination and collaboration with government agencies, security  
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